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Electric regionalism

The ‘Interalpen’ study group in postwar Europe.



Landry Marc, Mountain Battery: The Alps, Water, and Power in the Fossil Fuel Age, Stanford : Stanford UP, 2025 , p. 201

“the overwhelming majority of Marshall Plan money 
flowed into the electricity supply. In all, Marshall Plan 
loans would cover 70 percent of investments the 
country made in its electric infrastructure until 1955.”



René Hochreutiner, « Entwicklung des westeuropäischen Verbundbetriebes in der Stromversorgung », Bulletin 
de l’Association Suisse des électriciens, vol. 52, no 16, 1961, p. 639 



Germany 

Bayernwerk, Energieversorung 
Schwaben, Rheinisch Westfälisches 
Elektrizitätswerk, and Vereinigte 
Industrieunternehmungen 


France 

Électricité de France 


Italy 

Edison Milan, Montecatini, Società 
Adriatica d’Elettricità Venice and 
Società Idroelettrica Piedmontese 
Torino


Austria 


Österreichische 
Elektrizitätswirtschafts-AG 
(Verbundgesellschaft), federal states of 
Tirol and of Vorarlberg 



Total installed 
capacity 2 040 mio KW

Annual generation 4 660 mio kWh

Budget >2,5 Mrd DM



Commission de l'énergie classique. Document de travail. Possibilités institutionnelles, 04.10.1955, CM3/NEGO-65

“European Energy and Steel Community” 



OEEC, 1955
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Dr. Rudolf Stahl, 1956

the development of the electricity industry “can’t be 
realised through international organisations or 
government agreements alone, but rather through 
direct collaborations between electricity utilities.” 



Verein Deutsche Elektrizitätswerke, 1955

Interalpen is “a convincing proof of the efficiency 
of private initiatives to overcome difficult and 
large projects in the supply of electricity.” 



Dr. Carl Mueller-Graaf, 1956

“if we want this electric power, I think that 
only the multilateral way will work.” 



“You were quite 
vehement about 
Interalpen” 

Rudolf Westrick, 1959
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