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Fondazione AEM – Gruppo A2A
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EDUCATION HERITAGE

HIGHER 

EDUCATION
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RESEARCH
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DONATIONS

All projects are in line with the UN 2023 Agenda - Sustainable Development 

Goals that Fondazione AEM share with Gruppo A2A. 

Fondazione AEM was established in 2007 in order to preserve the historical heritage 
of AEM (Azienda Elettrica Municipale di Milano), one of the most important energy 
companies in Italy, now Gruppo A2A. 

The main activities are 5:



«A public work is never finished»
Nelo Risi, Un fiume di luce («A river of light»), 1958
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Established in 1910 after a public referendum by the
Municipality of Milan, following the Giolitti law on the
municipalisation of public services (1903), the Electric
Municipal Company of Milan (AEM) accompanied the
economic and industrial growth of Milan throughout
the twentieth century, benefitting, since its foundation,
from innovative hydroelectric plants, in a fragile and
symbiotic balance between the city and the mountain
area of Valtellina.



AEM in Valtellina
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AEM Heritage
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AEM Photographic Archive

(c.180.000 photos)

AEM Historic Administration Archive 

(350 ml)

AEM Film Archive

(500 movies)

AEM Oral History

AEM Industrial Heritage 

AEM Art Collection

AEM Library

AEM Gas Collection



AEM Archivistic Soul
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AEMuseum
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A multifunctional space and dynamic open
everyone, dedicated to the heritage of AEM,
culture and sustainability.
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Renewable energy for the development
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The Power of Water (1910-1963)
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Po Valley Water Routes ERIH website
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World Water Day
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«School goes to the Mountains»
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Debate on Hydroelectric Power
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AEM Fraele Power Plant



An integrated system for enhancing the valley’s Heritage

21

FRAELE

PREMADIO

SAN GIACOMO
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MESE POWER PLANT 
CENTENARY
1927-2027



MESE: an History of Innovation

Inaugurated on June 8 1927, the Mese Power Plant, with its

hydroelectric plants designed for the integrated use of the

waters of the Mera and Liro valleys, was at the time among the

most innovative and powerful achievements in the world.

Today, the plant is part of the Group A2A and can generate

approximately 523 million kWh annually.

To celebrate the 100th anniversary of its construction, A2A

Generation & Trading has entrusted Fondazione AEM with the

task of designing and coordinating specific heritage

enhancement initiatives, highlighting this important

landmark and involving local stakeholders as well as the

communities of Valchiavenna and Valtellina
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AEM plants
now A2A

Edison plants
now A2A
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Municipal Administrations:

Municipal 

Administrations:

•

•

•

•

•

•

Madesimo 

Campodolcino

San Giacomo Filippo 

Chiavenna

Mese 

Gordona
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Initiatives for the Centenary

Promoted by the Heritage & Foundations function, in 
collaboration with Fondazione AEM and A2A 
Generation & Trading:

• a book dedicated to the centenary of the Mese 
power plant, which will serve as the core around which 
multiple initiatives will be developed throughout 2027;

• the enhancement of the plant through concerts, 
conferences and exhibitions on the history and future of 
the Mese plants, to be held in Mese, Sondrio and in 
Milan at Fondazione AEM;

• guided tours at the Mese plant and other 
A2A/Fondazione AEM plants.
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1. HISTORICAL AND ICONOGRAPHIC 

RESEARCH

March 2025 - June 2026

HERITAGE CULTURAL INITIATIVES

2. RESTORATION AND DIGITIZATION OF 

FILM MATERIAL

October - December 2025

3. CELEBRATORY CONCERTS

LE ALTRE NOTE

July – September 2025-2026

7. TRAVELING PHOTOGRAPHIC 

EXHIBITIONS

2027

6. LOCAL AND SCIENTIFIC 

CONFERENCES

2027

5. GUIDED TOURS OF THE PLANTS

2026 – 2027
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100 Years of Innovation: 

The Mese Power Plant
Curator

Fabrizio Trisoglio, Fondazione AEM

Book produced in collaboration with

Società Economica Valtellinese/Moebius

- Paper on energy sites at an international level;

- Paper on the Mese power plant and the social and 

economic evolution of the Valchiavenna area;

- Paper on the contribution of engineers to shaping 

the hydroelectric landscape in Valchiavenna;

- Paper on the architecture of the Mese power plant;

- Paper on Mese’s archival heritage;

- Photographic project on the Mese plant and its 

related plants
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- Bibliographic research

(monographs, technical journals, papers, etc.)

Over 50 sources, many of which unpublished

- Archival research

A2A Mese archives, ENEL Historical Archive, 

Noverino Faletti Collection, former Genio Civile 

di Sondrio Archive (now UTR Regione

Lombardia), Istituto Luce, etc.

More than 1,000 photographs, 33 8mm 

films, and hundreds of design drawings on 

the history of the power plant have been 

identified (currently being digitized)

Preparation is underway for 10 interviews with 

former employees in early 2026, aimed at 

recovering oral sources related to the plant

Research and Preservation Activities on Heritage
March 2025 – June 2026
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Fondazione AEM - Milan

A2A – Mese Archive

Genio Civile Archive – Sondrio

ENEL Archive – Naples

Istituto Luce - Roma

ARCHIVE MAPPING

- Valentini fond

- Photographic fonds 

- Film fonds

- Noverino Faletti fond

- Objects collection

- Photographic fonds

- Film fonds 

- Paper fonds
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Corography of Mese Power Plant

Films

Slide

ARCHIVAL MATERIALS
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Interviews with former employees 

of the Mese Power Plant
January - February 2026
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Photographer Marco Garofalo will lead 
a contemporary photographic project on 
the Mese plant, emphasizing the human 
element while also highlighting the 
landscape and infrastructural aspects.

Photographic project by Marco Garofalo
January - June 2026



Thanks for your attention!
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