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Stronger together

Enaon is the holding company

(former Depa Infrastructure).

Heritage Lab is where Italgas’ cultural heritage

is preserved and shared with the community

through digitisation. It stands as a laboratory

for knowledge, experimentation and, above all,

digital innovation.

Italgas is a leader in gas distribution

in Italy and Greece and, following the

acquisition of 2i Rete Gas in April

2025, has become Europe’s leading

company in the sector.



A digital Archive for Gas History

A Digital Humanities initiative dedicated to identifying, 

preserving, digitising and sharing over a century of gas 

industry heritage through a unified digital platform for 

researchers across Europe.



Italgas, Enaon, HA-NBG, GSA, University of West Attica.
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Partners

National Bank of Greece 

Historical Archive

Documents created as part of the 

various Gas corporations' 

exchanges with the bank, including 

business plans and Administrative 

Board meeting records.

General State Archives

of Greece

Post-WWII factory operation 

documents, Directory of Industry 

records. Includes workers' 

expertise, technical reports of 

international committees about 

natural gas, and citizens' 

correspondence.

University of West Attica Enaon

Main custodians

Scientific supervision

Heritage Lab 

Italgas

Project coordination

Resources Training

Professor Yannis Stoyannidis

Lenia Vitsikanou

Nat Zoupanti

Scientific Coordinator

Intern Archivist

Intern Archivist



Archival Material: areas of research

Business History

Examining the corporate 

evolution of Athens Gasworks 

through plans and board 

minutes.

Social & Labour History

Recovering the stories of 

gasworkers, their expertise, 

roles, and daily routines.

Technical History

Studying the infrastructure, 

equipment, and gas 

production methods.



The Digital Repository Vision

The digital repository will reunite documents and relics preserved across different locations and 
institutions, allowing researchers to view Gas records as a coherent total of documents.

All metadata will be an outcome of printed information, archivists' detailed hypotheses and 
conclusions, and supporting management information from the institutions.

Correspondence Technical Drawings

Photographs Technical Reports

Name Lists

Material Composition



PHASE 0:  RESOURCES TRAINING
Heritage Lab model and the digitization workflow were the subject of a preliminary training period 
before the beginning of the project at the Heritage Lab digital laboratories in Turin. 

During this training phase, the archival staff of the University of West Attica had the 
opportunity to closely follow our digitization process, from the initial preparation of the 
materials to the final publication of the digital content.



The Heritage Lab Approach

Scanning & Capture

Technical drawings digitised via wide-format 

scanners. Textual records captured at 300–600 DPI

for OCR processing.

File Management

Master files preserved as TIFF at 600 DPI. Web-

optimised JPEGs at minimum 150 DPI for public 

access. 

OCR & IIIF

Full-text search enabled via OCR. IIIF standard

adopted for deep zooming, annotations, and 

comparative analysis across European collections.

Metadata Integration

Each digital object uniquely identified and linked to 

descriptive and technical metadata, including 

archivist hypotheses, labourer names, and 

institutional provenance.



PHASE 1: HA-NBG
ΑΕΡΙΟΦΩΣ (1864–)

ΑΕΡΙΟΦΩΤΟΣ

ΦΩΤΑΕΡΙΟ (1952–)

ΔΕΕΑ

ΔΕΦΑ

ΓΚΑΖΙ (1910–)

Researchterms 

used in the 

HA-NBG Electronic 

System of Archival 

Information

Research Method

The research is organized based on selected research terms and

the retrieved archival material is studied and evaluated for its

relevance.

Descriptions are noted in ISAD(G) fields and access points are

created based on specific themes and terms indicated by the

documents. Names and roles of executives and employees of the

Gas corporations are being identified and tagged, creating cross-

connections between different types of documents.

The training of archivists working on the project, archival research,

appraisal and the digitization process have been organized and

guided by the members of the Department of Archival

Management of HA-NBG, Maria Voltera, Chrysalena Antonopoulou

and Dimitra Bougesi.



1. Process Description:

Thirty-nine (39) files were retrieved through a systematic search
of the catalogue of the Historical Archive of NBG using
controlled keywords.

Following a review of their contents, archival descriptions were
created at file and document levels, with parallel indexing of
subject terms and the names of individuals and legal entities.

The selected material is being gradually transferred to the
institution’s Digitization Laboratory and is currently undergoing
digitization, with the production of digital images in three formats
and specifications.

PHASE 1: HA-NBG

Source: Historical Archive of NBG (GR HA-NBG A FO1 SE40 SS0008 FI00576).



2. The archival material:

• 39 files relevant to the scope of the project have
been reviewed and processed

• 126 certificates from the Lighting Gas Refugee
Association (“Enosi Prosfygon Aeriofotos”).

• 1 employee register of Athens Municipal Gasworks

Provided through HA-NBG by the Cultural
Foundation of the National Bank (MIET), Hellenic
Literary and Historical Archive (ELIA) collection.

PHASE 1: HA-NBG

Source: Historical Archive of NBG (GR HA-NBG A FO59 SE4 SS0004 FI00026).



1. Research

2. Digitisation

3. Valorisation

PHASE 2: GSA



Much more is still to come.



"Tradition is not the worship of 
ashes, but the preservation of fire."
Gustav Mahler
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